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every  game,  their  victims  being  the  "Murphy's"  of  Troy  and  the  Catskill, 
Utica,  Syracuse,  Auburn,  Rochester,  Fulton,  Elmira,  Ithaca,  Owego, 
Binghamton  and  Norwich  clubs. 

The  1876  schedule  of  the  Carbondale  club,  now  sometimes  known  as  the 
Blue  Sox,  was  a  mixture  of  games  with  amateur  and  professional  clubs. 
Early  season  victories  over  the  Alaska  club  of  New  York  City,  the  semi- 
pro  Wilkes-Barre  club  and  the  professional  Binghamton  Crickets  seemed 
to  point  to  another  successful  season.  Despite  these  successes  and  the 
reputation  earned  in  1875,  "the  renowned  Carbondale  team",  "one  of  the 
best  teams  in  the  nation"  [2]  experienced  mostly  losses  during  their  July 
tour  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey. 

"Owing  to  the  general  depression  of  business  in  the  vicinity"  [3]  the 
Carbondale  club's  players  were  released  in  mid-August  after  the  tour. 
Following  their  release,  Gillespie  and  others  joined  the  Irvings  of 
Honesdale,  Pennsylvania.  Gillespie  moved  on  to  the  Wilkes-Barre  semi- 
professional  club,  in  1877. 

In  1878  Gillespie  is  known  to  have  played  for  the  Live  Oaks  of  Lynn, 
Massachusetts  and  Worcester.  By  1879,  Gillespie  was  with  the  Holyoke, 
Massachusetts  club.  There,  for  the  first  time,  he  became  a  teammate  of 
Roger  Connor  and  Mickey  Welch.  In  1879,  the  Holyoke  team  was  a 
member  of  the  National  Association  of  Base  Ball  Clubs  which  succeeded 
the  International  Association.  Gillespie  at  .411  in  39  games  "had  the  best 
batting-average  that  season  in  the  championship  games  of  the  National 
Association".  [4] 

Another  contemporary  report  said  "In  the  latter  part  of  1878  and  1879, 
Holyoke  had,  we  believe,  as  good  a  baseball  nine  as  there  was  in  the 
country.  Smiling  Mickey  Welch,  Roger  Connor,  and  Pat  Gillespie, 
afterwards  famous  with  the  New  York  Giants;  James  (Chief)  Roseman, 
later  star  fielder  of  the  New  York  Metropolitans;  Powell,  afterwards  with 
the  Detroits,  and  last  but  not  least,  R.C.  Winchester,  made  a  hard-hitting 
combination  that  was  unsurpassed."  [5] 

In  1880  Gillespie  moved  on  to  the  Troy  National  League  franchise  along 
with  former  Holyoke  teammates  Connor  and  Welch.  There  they  were 
joined  by  Buck  Ewing  and  Ed  Caskin,  who  would  join  them  in  New  York 
in  1883,  and  Tim  Keefe  who  would  become  part  of  that  National  league 
franchise  in  1885. 

While  still  a  "rookie"  in  the  NL,  Gillespie  at  28  was  the  second  oldest 
starter  with  the  Troys.  Bob  Ferguson,  player/manager,  was  36  and 
Caskin  was  also  28,  but  a  month  younger.  Eighteen  eighty  was  one  of 
two  years  Gillespie  appeared  among  league  leaders  in  offensive 
categories,  placing  in  the  top  ten  in  doubles,  home  runs,  and  base  on 
balls.  Fielding  was  Gillespie's  stronger  point  and  1880  was  one  of  three 
years  in  which  he  would  be  among  the  League  leaders.  Gillespie  was  first 
among  left  fielders  with  185  putouts  and  a  .905  fielding  average.  [6] 

During  the  June  3,  1882  game  between  the  Troys  and  Metropolitans, 
Gillespie  sustained  a  serious  accident  that  may  have  shortened  his 
career.  "The  Veteran  (Ned)  Cuthbert"  is  quoted  saying  "Perhaps  you  are 
unaware  that  Gillespie,  the  left  fielder  of  the  New  York  nine,  carries  a 
silver  plate  on  the  top  of  his  head  as  big  as  a  half  dollar  piece.  Several 
years  ago  when  he  and  Cassidy  were  members  of  the  famous  Troy  team 
the  latter  played  a  game  against  the  old  Metropolitans  at  the  Polo 
Grounds.  Cassidy  was  playing  at  center  and  Gillespie  at  left  and  when 
one  of  the  home  batters  sent  the  ball  high  into  the  air  between  left  and 
center  both  players  started  after  it  with  lightening  speed.  The  warning 
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